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with a pure, lofty, and tolerant faith. His mysterious
Being penetrating all nature would seem a deity too
vague and too removed to be of comfort and refresh-
ment to human souls, but it was sufficient to purify the
dying hierarchical system and duly stress the common
interests of humanity.
The Influence of Rousseau upon Society and Literature
So revolutionary a work as the Emile could hardly
escape the wrath of the despotic government and hier-
archy. The month following its publication, the Par-
liamentl of Paris ordered the book to be burnt and its
cal autnon-
writer arrested on the charge of irreligion, and shortly ties, and
Rousseau
afterward the theological doctors of the Sorbonne and was driven
the Archbishop of Paris likewise condemned it.    Rous- til Ms death,
seau avoided arrest by fleeing from Montmorency, and
from that time until his death was driven from pillar
to post, at first by the tyranny of the rulers in Church
and State, and later by his own morbid imagination.
He would have taken asylum in Geneva, but he found,
upon reaching Yverdun, that the Council had closed
the gates of his native city to him, and decreed the burn-
ing of both the Emile and the Social Contract.   A similar
1 These local parlements, of which that of Paris was the most Important,
were primarily higher law courts, but, in addition to trying cases, they
claimed the right to register or disapprove the decrees of the king, and
maintained certain other legislative powers.